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preferred as auditors foreign diplomats, especially young
intelligent charges d'affaires, in whose case the oratorical
impression was strengthened by the distinguished position
of the Foreign Minister, to whom they were accredited.
By this road GortchakofFs opinions reached me in a form
which suggested Roma locuta est. I complained direct to
him in my private correspondence about this method of
carrying on business and about the tone of his communi-
cations, and requested him no longer to consider me his
diplomatic pupil, as I had gladly been at St. Petersburg,
but rather to reckon with the fact that I was his colleague,
and responsible for the policy of my Emperor and of a
great country.

In 1875, when the post of ambassador was vacant and
a secretary of legation was acting as chargg d'affaires,
Herr von Radowitz, at that time ambassador at Athens,
was sent to St. Petersburg, en mission extraordinaire, in
order that the conduct of business might outwardly also
be placed on a footing of equality. This gave him an
opportunity, by a determination to emancipate himself from
GortchakofFs preponderating influence, of earning his dis-
like in such a high degree that the ill-will of the Rus-
sian cabinet, in spite of his Russian marriage, is proba-
bly not extinct to this day. The part of peacemaker,
well suited to satisfy GortchakofFs vanity by the im-
pression made in Paris, which he valued more than any-
thing else, had been prepared in advance by Gontaut in
Berlin. We may assume that his conversations with
Count Moltke and Radowitz, which were afterwards ad-
duced as proofs of our warlike intentions, were cleverly
led up to by him in order to represent to Europe an image

of France threatened by us and protected by Russia.
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